The American Revolution

EQ: How was the Continental Army
able to win the war for independence
from Great Britain?



American Strengths and Weaknesses
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American Weaknesses

The Continental Army was always short of men—>
never had more than 20k troops in one place!!!

— Just when they were learning to fight men took their
muskets and went home to take care of their families and
farms

Few Americans were trained for battle-ran away

Plagued-w/shortages (guns,; gunpowder, food,
uniformsy)

Shortages outraged Washington, but Congress lacked
the power to raise taxes to support the army

In desperation Congress printed paper money to pay
for the war = dropped the value of money
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Great Britain Almost Wins the War

After the British left Boston in 1776, Germain came up with his 15t plan for
winning the war

— They would capture NYC and from their destroy the heart of the rebellion in Mass.

— Washington—> moved from Boston to NYC to stop the invasion, read the D.O.l and
inspired his troops that the country was worth fighting for

African Americans had joined the militias cause, but many were PROMISED
FREEDOM to join the British and many became loyalists and fought for G.B
Defeat in NY- August 27, 1776 Americans and British met in Brooklyn

— Americans were no match for G.B-in 2 days of fighting British lost 377 men and
Americans lost 1,407

— Howe thought the war was nearly won, stopped the attack, and waited for
Washington to surrender

— Battle for NYC was the 1t of many American defeats
— There also was little food, and weather was changing which added to the misery

Only a few thousand men stayed under Washington’s command the rest were
seen as crazy!!!



The Crisis and Trenton

After the defeats Washington had to do something-he gathered his
troops and read to them Thomas Paine’s new pamphlet “The Crisis”
He planned then to attack the Hessians who were camped in
Trenton

THESE are the times that try men's souls. The summer soldier and
the sunshine patriot will, in this crisis, shrink from the service of
their country; but he that stands by it now, deserves the love and
thanks of man and woman.

Victory in Trenton-On December 23, 1776 Washington's army
crossed the Delaware River on Boats

When they reached Trenton they found the Hessians sleeping off
their Christmas feasts—> caught by surprise they surrendered

— Washington took 868 prisoners w/o loosing a single man

— 1 week later they captured 300 troops at Princeton

— These victories electrified the Patriots and the game was not over
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New- British Strategy

e Strategy: An overall plan for winning the war

 New Strategy-General Burgoyne was directed to
carry out that plan of dividing'the Continental
Army in %2 and cut New Englandicelonies off from
the middle and southern colonies

* Problem with'this new plan was the route from
Canada to NY to meet Howe was through tangled
wilderness & Burgoyne traveled w/600 wagons
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The War moves South

Charles Cornwallis takes over for the British

Washington sent Nathaniel Greene to slow British advances
through the South

By the time Cornwallis settle s.into Yorktown France sent 5k troops
to help Washington and another 3k were"scheduled.to arrive.in
August w/29 warships

Used this info to trap.Cornwallis- Washington moved his army to
Virginia and they and.the French surrounded Yorktown w/16k
troops

Warships showed up just in time to seal off the Chesapeake Bay—>
CRUCIAL TO AMERICAN VISTORY

— Cornwallis was cut off from the British navy and no ships arrived
Cornwallis surrenders: 8,000 British troops leave Yorktown

— Didn’t take part in ceremony and remained in his tent while his men
surrendered their arms



The War Ends

* For most Americans the end of the War was a time of joy
and celebration
— Liberty came at a high price: 6,200 died in combat/10,000 died
from disease/8,500 died while in captivity% In proportion to

population more Americans died in the American Rev. than in -
_any other conflict (except the Civil War) o
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