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Most Often

Frequency

Least Often

Diagnostic Assessment:
Assessments that are meant to be
used at the start of the year or at
other marked periods of time to
understand what each student knows

to develop targeted units/lessons.
Provides guidance on how to ensure
different groups of students are
receiving the type of instruction they
need to succeed.

Formative Assessment:
Assessments that are short,
during instruction, usually
targeted to one standard,
and frequent. These
assessments are meant to
adjust instruction to ensure
each student succeeds
based on their individual

needs.

Identifying Student Needs
Diagnostic Assessment

Assessments that gauge knowledge before
instruction

Formative Assessment

Used to determine student progress

Interim Assessment

Used across schools or districts to compare
results of groups of students

Purpose

Measuring Student Mastery

Interim Assessment:

Assessments that are determining
what students have learned over a set
period of time/instruction, and that can
measure a student’s proficiency in a

group of standards. These
assessments can impact what
happens for more than just a day of
instruction based on class or student
level needs.
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